Seymour Library — Two-Year Trend Narrative (2024–2025)
Overview
Over the 2024–2025 period, Seymour Library experienced sustained and meaningful growth across programming, building utilization, and circulation. These two years reflect a clear trajectory of increasing community reliance on the library as a center for learning, connection, digital access, and civic engagement. While 2024 focused on recovery, stabilization, and infrastructure investment, 2025 reflects expanded service delivery and deeper community engagement.

Programming and Community Engagement
In 2024, the library expanded programming significantly, increasing offerings and attendance across all age groups, with Children’s Services serving as a primary driver of engagement. In 2025, this growth accelerated, particularly through Summer Reading and children’s programming for ages 6–11, which saw major increases in participation. The library also transitioned away from asynchronous programming in favor of live, interactive formats aligned with community demand.

Building Usage and Public Space Demand
In 2024, building usage increased steadily, with higher visitation and strong demand for meeting and study rooms. In 2025, this trend intensified, with significant increases in both meeting room and study room requests, reinforcing the library’s role as a flexible third space for work, study, and collaboration. Overall visitation continued to rise, demonstrating sustained community reliance on physical library space.

Circulation and Information Access
In 2024, circulation returned to pre-pandemic levels, demonstrating stability in physical lending services. In 2025, circulation continued to grow modestly, while digital lending increased more significantly. The library also shifted toward increased lending to other institutions, strengthening its role within the regional library network.



Strategic Continuity and System Evolution
Across both years, key trends emerged: increased physical space usage, sustained growth in programming participation, stable circulation with expanding digital access, and a shift toward high-engagement service models. These trends demonstrate the library’s ongoing evolution into a more active, responsive, and essential community institution.

Overall Community Impact
The library continues to function as a learning center, community space, and access point for information. It supports literacy, lifelong learning, workforce readiness, and civic engagement while providing equitable access to resources and space for all residents.

Strategic Implications
Continued investment is recommended in youth programming, facility capacity, digital collections, staffing models, and long-term planning. The library is experiencing sustained growth in demand and will require continued support to maintain service quality and accessibility.

